
  2015 Dickson Awardee: Wayne Cornelius 

 

Wayne A. Cornelius is an He is an emeritus professor in the UCSD 

School of Medicine’s Division of Global Public Health, where he 

specialized in immigrant health. He is also Distinguished Professor of 

Political Science Emeritus and the Theodore Gildred Professor of 

U.S.-Mexican Relations Emeritus, at UCSD. Wayne founded the 

Center for US-Mexican Studies at UCSD and served as its director.  

 

Since retiring in 2009, Wayne has served as a member of the Leadership Committee of the nine-

campus UC Global Health Institute. He also serves as its co-director for Education, which has 

designed a three-campus MS in Global Health. At UCSD he holds an appointment as a core 

faculty member of the Division of Global Health in the Department of Medicine and continues to 

serve as director and founder (without compensation) of the Mexican Migration Field Research 

and Training Program, which received great praise.  

Wayne as also has published six books, six refereed journal articles, eight book chapters, and six 

other articles – all dealing with his specialty, Mexican immigration. He also published an op-ed 

in the New York Times and an article on national immigration policy for Chronicles 

Since retiring, Wayne has also served on committee of the National Research Council/National 

Academy of Sciences on immigration enforcement and as proposal reviewer for a State 

Department program on Education Innovation. He is also a regular volunteer for canine therapy 

at several San Diego hospitals.  

Most notably, Wayne is the recipient of the Order of the Aztec Eagle, Mexico's highest award to 

non-citizens. It was conferred by President Calderon in 2012 in recognition of his achievements 

over a lifetime of scholarship focused on U.S.-Mexican relations.  

 

 

 


